An initiative of the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the knowledge integration project (http://kiglobalhealth.org) aims to improve global child health by promoting and supporting knowledge sharing among researchers. While the project has much broader potential, it began with and still has a primary focus on child growth and development. Such a focus is well warranted, since even with all today's modern advances in science and health, approximately a quarter of the world's children suffer from impaired growth due to nutritional deficiencies and other environmental factors.
between the successive scores needs to be adjusted by a term that reflects the correlation between the two measurements. Building on principles of meta-analysis, the authors build a correlation matrix based on data from sixteen different studies from the repository. Anderson et al 8 tackle the related question of how to best model a child's growth trajectory. They find that statistical models based on standardised scores (as opposed to length or height in centimetres or inches and weight in kilograms or pounds) tend to be easier to fit and less prone to model misspecification because they do not need to include potentially complex age and gender terms. Tim Cole, one of the world's leading experts in the analysis and modelling of child growth data, provides some interesting and provocative commentary on all four papers.
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